
45
TH

ANNIVERSARY

Thursday, 
April 3, 2025



NEUHAUS EDUCATION CENTER

INVITES YOU TO OUR

45TH ANNIVERSARY

Thursday, April 3, 2025

The Post Oak Hotel

1600 W Loop S • Houston, TX 77027

11:30 AM to 1:00 PM

Registration opens at 11:00 AM

For more than 40 years, Neuhaus Education Center (NEC) 
has been a trailblazer in solutions for overcoming obstacles 
to literacy, including dyslexia, and today is a nationally 
recognized leader in the implementation of the Science of 
Reading. Our professional instruction for educators, referral 
and resource services for families, and classes for adult 
learners unlock a brighter future of Literacy for All.

Teaching. Reading. Reaching. 

Teachers know all too well what lies ahead for students who 
struggle with reading. Our professional development and 
coaching apply research-based methods that help all students 
achieve skilled reading and attain individual literacy goals. 

Certification Pathways 
For teachers with the passion to impact the lives of students 
with dyslexia and learning difficulties, NEC offers nationally 
recognized pathways to certification. Accredited by the 
International Dyslexia Association and the International 
Multisensory Structured Language Education Council, NEC 
specialist certifications meet Texas licensure requirements 
and include membership in the Academic Language Therapy 
Association.

Family and Adult Programs 
Home is where literacy takes root. Our Family Support 
Office’s resources and referral service provide families with a 
welcome first step in unlocking a path to reading success. The 
Margaret H. Ley Adult Literacy Program offers classes to adult 
learners who make a life-changing deposit in the future of 
their family by overcoming social and economic limits due to 
functional illiteracy.



Ben Andrews is a native Houstonian and an active member of 
the local business and nonprofit community. He has been an 
owner and leader in various industrial distribution organizations 
for more than 30 years. He currently serves on the board of 
several companies in the industrial distribution and service 
industries.

In addition to his business activities, Ben is an active supporter 
of various medical, cultural, and educational organizations. 
Ben first became involved with Neuhaus Education Center 
in 1995 and has gone on to serve in various roles including 
Chairman of the Board of Trustees. In 2024, he was named 
a Lifetime Trustee for Neuhaus in recognition of his 30 years 
of service to the organization. Some of Ben’s other nonprofit 
roles include currently being a director of the Joe Barnhart 
Foundation, previously working with the Match Theater, and 
various positions with the Lupus Foundation’s local chapter and 
national office.

Ben is married to Christine Smith and has two adult children, 
Forrest Andrews and Ashley Barneby, and a combined four 
grandchildren.

HONOREE
Ben Andrews

Dr. Elsa Cárdenas-Hagan has been a friend to Neuhaus 
Education Center for many years and has served on 
Neuhaus’ National Council for over 18 years. Her bright 
light and infectious enthusiasm have been instrumental in 
helping Neuhaus grow our programs to include previously 
underserved members of our community with academic 
rigor and high standards for all.

Neuhaus first partnered with Dr. Cárdenas-Hagan in 1997 
for a presentation to the Trustees and Superintendent of 
the Brownsville ISD that resulted in Neuhaus providing 
instruction for each of their elementary educations. In 
2008, Brownsville won one of the nation’s most prestigious 
education awards, the Broad Award, for being the 
country’s top public school system that demonstrated the 
greatest overall performance and improvement in student 
achievement while narrowing achievement gaps among low-
income students and students of color.

She has gone on to develop a program for native Spanish 
speaking English learners using the tenets of the Neuhaus 
program. She took it a step further by teaching students 
how the structures of the Spanish language fit into the 
structures of the English language by making explicit 
connections between the two.

Dr. Cárdenas-Hagan is a big part of Neuhaus’ history, 
and we are honored to have her speak in celebration of 
Neuhaus’ 45th Anniversary.

KEYNOTE 
SPEAKER

Dr. Elsa Cárdenas-
Hagan

LUNCHEON CHAIRS

Barb and Will Noel
Kathleen Noel Camp

Laura Noel Borland
Sharon Noel Griffin

HOST COMMITTEE

Katie and Forrest Andrews
Edward Andrews

Ashley and John Barneby
Leslie D. Blanton

Caroline and Cory Bryan
Kate Clower

Kim Craig
Donna and J.B. Dollison
Ellen and Frank Donnelly

George Edwards Jr.
Elle Guerrini

Sylvia and Titus Harris
Harvey Heller

Becky and Mark Hobson
 Ann and Johnny Johnson

Jayne Johnston
Erik Littlejohn 

Karen and Kevin McCarthy
Susan McConn

Dana and Don Miller
Elisa Moran
Gary Moss

Graham and Ed Neuhaus
Jennifer and Will Neuhaus
Karen and Bobbitt Noel

Pat and Ed Noel
Tori Noel

Betty and Bob Palmquist
Amber Primrose

Melissa and Robert Rabalais
Lenox and John Reed 

Mindy and Connor Riseden
Fred Rodee

Lee-Taylor and Riley Sharman
Kristen Oesch Stubbs

Lauren Walker
Elizabeth and Peter Wareing

Tracy White Weeden
Laura and Bob Wheless
Sallie and Bob Wright
Sushma Yalamanchili

Margaret Young
Jill Young



VOYAGER

Edward Andrews/Nina Andrews

Kathleen Noel Camp/Laura Noel Borland/Sharon Noel Griffin
Jamie and Greg Grissom/Amy and Mark Melton

Suzanne and Steve Harter

John P. McGovern Foundation

Carol Noel King and J. Stephen King

Peggy Weaver

PIONEER

Forrest Andrews/Ashley Barneby

Catherine and Edward Crain/

Betty and Bob Palmquist

Jenny Elkins 

Suzanne and James McCarthy/

Barbara and Louis Sklar

Jennifer and Will Neuhaus/

Central Bank 

Lindy and Larry Neuhaus

Pat and Ed Noel 

Lenox and John Reed  

Kay and Danny Williamson 

Sallie and Bob Wright

CHAMPION

Holly Anderson/Melissa and 

Robert Rabalais

Caroline and Cory Bryan

Genevieve and Keen Butcher 

Minnie and Ed Cappel 

Kim Craig/Jayne Johnston/Karen 

McCarthy

Cuenod Families

Linda Debrovner  

Ellen and Frank Donnelly

Elle Guerrini

Rachel and David Hanse 

Jennifer Hazelton 

Becky and Mark Hobson 

Houston Methodist 

Jennifer and Blair Jeffery/ 

Katherine and Matthew Kardesch/

Sushma and Haresh Yalamanchili  

Patty and Neil Kallmeyer

Gary Moss

PNC

Eleisha Nelson Reed/Shandy Reed 

School for Young Children and 

Robert Strudler Diagnostic Center 

Leanne and Sam Scott  

Skyler Design Build, LLC

Stellar Bank 

The Joe Barnhart Foundation 

Lynda Underwood 

Lauren Walker 

Tracy White Weeden 

Beth and Jim Wiggins

Jill and Jeff Young

SUPPORTER

Ellie and Robert Brown

Lucy Carl

DeBra and George Edwards

Sylvia and Titus Harris

Harvey Heller

Carla Knobloch

Jenny and Chris Johnson

Ann and Tom Kelsey

John and Kris Maclay

Kim and Scott Martin

Dana and Don Miller

Judy and Henry Sauer

Josephine and Richard Smith

Marisue and George Tallichet

Ann Wales

Thank you to our generous sponsors of this year’s event

VISIONARY

Christine and Ben Andrews

Bettie Cartwright/Gloria Hui, M.D.

Graham and Ed Neuhaus

Barb and Will Noel

INNOVATOR

Ethel and Chap Hutcheson

Ann and Johnny Johnson

Erik Littlejohn/Isabella Littlejohn

Karen and Bobbitt Noel

Janna and David Webber/Mary and Temple Webber

Neuhaus Education Center is a 501(c)(3) non-profit educational 
organization dedicated to promoting Literacy for All. 

For questions, please contact Elizabeth Crockett, Associate Director 
of Advancement, ecrockett@neuhaus.org or 713-725-6249

As of print deadline



BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Amy Thompson, Chair 

Holly Anderson
Amos C. Benning 

Laura Noel Borland
Stacy Bynes

Jamie Grissom
Jennifer W. Hazelton

Jennifer Jeffery
Katherine Kardesch

Suzanne Sklar McCarthy

Ben Melson
Eleisha Nelson-Reed

Ed Neuhaus
William Neuhaus
Linda Nunnery

Robert (Bob) Palmquist
Leanne Brooks Scott, Ph.D.

Kristen O. Stubbs
Janna Webber

ADVISORY BOARD
Laura Garrison Ableman

Kristin Banks 
Ashley Andrews Barneby
Caroline Hutcheson Bryan

Genevieve Hutcheson Butcher
Christine Butler
J. David Cabello

Kathleen Noel Camp
Edward B. Crain, Jr.
Ané Ebie-Mouton

George Edwards, Jr.
Ryan Ezell

Cynthia Goehringer
Mary Margaret Greer, M.Ed., LDT, CALT

Kent Hanszen
Mark Hobson

Laura Hutcheson

Jenny Roman Johnson
Patty Kallmeyer

Courtney Lippincott
Kallol Mahata
Elisa Moran

Walter Negley
Charles W. Neuhaus

Barbara Noel
Melissa B. Rabalais

Katheryn Shaffer Ray
Shandy Reed

Emily Rommel Rinaldi, M.Ed., CALT 
Barbara Sklar

Josephine P. Smith
Dr. Sushma Yalamanchili

Margaret Young

FOUNDERS & LIFETIME TRUSTEES
Ben Andrews

Marilyn Beckwith †
Suzanne S. Harter

Marjorie C. Hutcheson†
Ann K. Johnson, CALT

Margaret H. Ley, CALT †
Mrs. Russell McFarland †

Edward K. Neuhaus
Mrs. W. Oscar Neuhaus †

William (Will) D. Noel
Mrs. James L. Noel, Jr. †

Mrs. Briscoe K. Parker, Jr. †
Nancy Collie Reed †

Lenox Reed, M.Ed., CALT
Elizabeth B. Wareing
W. Temple Webber III

Kay McGibbon Werlein, M.Ed. 

PRESIDENT & CEO
Tracy White Weeden, Ed.D.

† deceased


